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UTAH DIVISION OF hIILDLIFE RESOURCES' COMMENTS RELATIVE TO
CO-OP MINING COMPANY.S RESPONSE

TO THE DETERMINATION OF COMPLETENESS AND TECHNICAL DEFICIENCY REVIEW
FOR THE MINING AND RECLAMATION PLAN (MRP)

AT THE BEAR CREEK CANYON MINE

Page 1-7 to l -12,  summary fo envi ronmental  impacts-One 
of  the subsect ions,  probab' ly  " Impacls on.current  and future-  land

u ie" ,  shou ld  ident i f y  thb  to ta l -  ac
r l fegetat ive Resources" subsect ion should ident i fy  acreage for  each

disturbed.  The opportuni ty  to mi t igate for
impacts to wi ld l i fe  caused by the presence of  man in a mining industry
shbu ld  be  iden t i f i ed  in  the  i 'F i sh  ind  h l i l d l i f e  subsec t ion .  The  D iv is ion
o f l - l i l d l i f eResourceshasdeveToFf f i i ngandwi ld ] i fe t ra in ing
f i lm fo r  tha t  purpose and i t  i s  ava i lab le  to  indus t ry .

Page 3- l6o  3 .4 .2 .3 ,  Pro tec t ion  o f  Natura l  Sur face  St ruc tures  & St reams-The 
MRP must address measures to protect exist ing raptor nests from

escarpment fa i lure.

Page 3-28 ,  3.  4 .6 .3.  3 o Fl  amabl  e ,  paragraph 2-Diesel  
and gasol ine storage tanks-must  have containment berms of

su i tab le  des ' ign  to  ho ld  the  en t i re  vo lume o f  mater ia l  i f  a  leak  were
to  occur .  Bear  Creek ,  d l though i t  does  no t  sus ta in  a  f i shery r  i t_
adjacent  to the sur face fac i l i t ies and f lows into st ream sect ion 3
of  Hunt ington Creek.  This st ream sect ion supports t rout .  I t  is  a
c lass  3  fTshery ,  ranked as  be ing  o f  h igh-pr io r i t y  va lue  to  the  s ta te 's
sport f ishery management program.

Page 3-36  and 3-37 ,  3 .5 .1 ,  Preserva t ion  o f  Land Use-The 
MRP in the "Environmental  Protect ion" sect ion is  unclear  as to

whether or  not  a commitment to rec la im consistant  wi th p ' lans in
chapter  9  i s  ac tua l l y  made.  Th is  sec t ion  and chapter  9  shou ld  be
t ie i  together;  the rLclamat ion p lan as per our  comments in chapter  9
is  sat is factory.

Page 3-39  to  3 -41  ,  3 .4 .1  .? ,  Cont ro l  Measures  to  Mi t iga te  Impacts-This 
sect ion of  the MRP must  reference the vegetat ion recJamat ion

p lan  in  chap te r  9  and  the  w i ld l i f e  m i t iga t ion  p lan  in  chap te r  
. l 0 .

Page 3-560 3 .5 .5 .s ,  M i t iga t ion  Measures  to  be  Employed to  Reduce Impacts
on-Vegeta t ive  Resources  (seed ing  and p lan t ing)

The ra te  o f  app l ' i ca t ion  fo r  ia t ' i ve  shrub  ie -p lan t ingS,  po t ted  seed l ings
and bare- roo t  t rees ' i s  no t  spec i f ied  in  the  MRP.  Th is  da ta  must  be
presented  in  o rder  to  fu l l y  eva lua te  rec lamat ion .
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Page 3-58  th rough 3-630 3 .5 .6 . . l ,  Pro tec ted  Impacts  o f  Min ing  on  F ish
and t l l i ld l  i fe

The summar ia l  d iscuss ion  o f  po ten t ia l  inhab i ta t ion  o f  the  mine  permi t
a rea  by  f i sh ,  amph ib ians ,  rep t i les ,  b i rds  and mammals  i s  in  e r ro r .
The numbers  o f  spec ies  and the i r  c lass i f i ca t ion  as  h igh  in te res t  and/
or  protected has been reported inaccunately.  Thjs data was provided
to  the  app l ican t  by  the  D iv is ion  on  May 22 ,  l9B1;  i t  shou ld  be  repor ted
correct ly .

Page 3-59 to 3-61 , Mamma'ls
B ig  game (mu1e deer  and e lk )  hab ' i ta t  on  the  mine  p lan  area  is  cons idered
to be within two general categories winter and summer range, The
summer  range is  ranked as  be ing  a  h igh-pr io r i t y  va lue  and the  w in te r
range is  of  cr i tca l  value.  Impacts by the mining development are of
s igni f icance to both animals,  a l though the deer have been impacted
the most .  Surface d isturbance associated wi th the m' ine has resul ted
in  a  loss  o f  l0  acreas  o f  b ig  game win ter  range.  (Note ,  th is  same
area once suppor ted  a  subs tan t ia l  popu la t ion  o f  co t ton ta i l  rabb i ts . )
Th is  in fo rmat ion  was prov ided to  the  app l ican t  by  the  D iv is ion  on
May 22, I 9Bl .

Noteo  the  w i ld l i fe  use  area  map (p la te  10- l )  i s  no t  an  accura te
port rayal  of  the d ist r ibut ion or  rank ' ing of  b ig game seasonal  use
areas .  Migra t ion  pa ths  are  unknown,  bu t  the  pa ths  as  i l l us t ra ted
re f lec t  genera l  d i rec t ion  and typ ica l  cor r idors  u t i l i zed .  The
p la te  (10- l  )  shou ld  be  cor rec ted .

Page 3-63 ,  Aquat i  c  h l i  1dl  i  fe
Huntington Creek is located nearby to the permit boundary and surface
d is tu rbed areas  ( roads)  as  we l l  a i  m ' in ing  fac i l i t i es  l ie  in  a  perenn ia l
d ra inage (Bear  Creek)  less  than 

. l .5  
mi les  f rom i ts  conf luence w i th

Hunt ington Creek.  Due to the proximi ty  of  th is  h igh-valued f ishery
to  the-pro jec t ,  i t  i s  impera t ive  tha t  i t  be  ident i f ied  in  the  MRP and
appropr iate considerat ion be g iven to protect  Bear Creek and ul t imately
Hirhtthgton Creek. (Reference comments.for page 3-ZB for f ishery value
of  Hunt ington Creek.  )

Page 3-64 ,  3 .5 .6 .2 ,  Mi t iga t ion  Measures  to  be  Employed to  Pro tec t  F ish
and t^ I i ld l i fe ,  paragraph 1

The breakout  and vent i la t ion shaf t  are not  appropr iate ly  descr ibed
in the MRP in order to determine mi t igat ' ion needs.  Construct ion may
wel l  need to be scheduled for  a t ime of  year when big game are not
on cr i t ica l  valued use areas.  The MRP needs to be more deta i led in
respect  to th is  concern.

Page  3 -73  to  3 -75 ,  3 .5 ,9 ,  Was te  D isposa l  P lans-A 
de ta i led  descr ip t ion  o f  the  t rh i l  canyon rock  s to rage_s i te  as  i t

re la tes  to  w i ld l f fe ,  the i r  use  areas  and hab i ta ts  as  we l l  as  po ten t ia l
impacts ,  must be presented i  n the MRP. A simi l  ar namati ve and appropriate
mafs mui t  be deveioped for  s torage of  non-coal  waste.  The Div is ion
is espec' ia1ly concerned for  o i l  ind grease or  other  tox icants and thei r
potent ia l  to reach Trai  I  Creek or  Bear Canyon Creek.  Thus,  d iscussion
under  3 .5 .9 .1  wou ld  be  app l i cab le  and  appropr ia te .
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Page 3-76 ,  3 .6 ,  Rec lamat ion  P lan ,  paragraph 1-The 
MRP must  spec i f i ca l l y  iden t i f y  the  in tended pos t -min ing  land use

so that  proposed reclamat ion can be evaluated.

Paragraph 2
Reference comments provided for page 3-56.

Page 3-97  to  3 -99 ,  3 .6 .5 ,2 ,  Seed ing  and Transp lan t ing
A spec i f i c  revegeta t ion  p lan  must  be  deve loped to  inc lude p lan t
mater ia l  appl icat ion rates.  This sect ion seems to be somewhat contrary
to  the  spec i f i c ty  in  chapter  n ine 's  rec lamat ion  p lan?

Page 4- . |6  ,  4 .5 .1 ,  Recontour ing  o f  the  Genera l  Area ,  Pdragraph 3
The 33h: lv  must  be typographic emor.

Page  4 -16  and  4 -17 ,  4 .5 .10  Wind  Pro tec t ion  Bar r ie rs
The rock  p i le  w i l l  no t  benef i t  w j ld l  j fe .  There  is  amp ' le  cover  in
the immediate area. The space to be occupied by the rock would be
moreva luab je i f  p lan ted  so  tha t  i t  wou ld  p roduce  fo rage  fo r  w i ld l i f e .

Chapter  9,  Vegetat ion
Nowhere wi th in the MRP is there reference to inter im reclamat ion
pract ices or  a seed l is t .  Wherever pract icable i t  should be expected
tha t  in te r im rec lamat ion  be  in i t ia ted .

Chapter I  0, hl i  I  dI i  fe
The'chapter  ref lects substant ia l  error  in  regards to inventory of
wi ld l i fe  associated wi th the project .  The MRP should present  complete
data  f rom a  low leve l  s tudy  on  a l l  w i ld l i fe  (po ten t ia l  occumence '
season of  use,  re lat ' ive abundance,  legal  s tatuso populat ion t rend and
preferred habi tats or  use areas) ;  moderate Ievel  s tudies on the h igh
i  nterest  wi  I  d l  i  fe  speci  es (  indepth d i  scuss ion of  cr i  t i :ca1 and htgh-
pr ior i ty  l i fe  requi i i tes needed' to be understood for  development-of
;  m i t ig i t ion  p la r i ) ;  and h igh  leve l  f ie ld  s tud jes  fo !  t 'ap tors  ( re fe rence
memo fFom Doug las  Day to  C leon Fe igh t ,  June 9 ,  lg8 l ) .  I t  shou ld  be
noted that  muih of  th is  in format ion was provided by the Div is ion to
the appl i  cant on May ?2, I  981 . A deta' i  I  ed report concerni ng_f i  919^
rapto i^ 's tudies was i lso provided to the appl icant  November 17,  

. |983.

This informat ion must  be appropr iate ly  d isplayed in the MRP.

Page 10-6  and 10-7  ( re fe rence tab le  l0 - l  )-The 
decis ion process for  assignment of  impacts ranging f rom 0 to 10

must  be  d iscussed in  in t imate  de ta i l .  The qua l i f i ca t ions  o f  the
person(s )  mak ing  the  judgement  must  a lso  be  ident i f ied .  I t  seems
tf rat  th i i  proceis is  qui [e arb i t rary and wi thout  sc ient i f ic  support
o r  ob jec t iv i t y .  For  examp' leo  the  lOss  o f  c r i t i ca l  va lued deer  w in te r
range on the lroject area cannot be accepted as a level "3" impact
whe ie  r r0 r r  i s  low-and r r l0 r r  i s  h igh .  Th is  sys tem seems to  have no
rat ional  exp' lanat ion.  I t  would l  therefore,  be more acceptable to
ident i f y  jub t  the  acreage and re la t i ve  b io log ' i ca l  va lue  to  h igh  in te res t
w i ld l i fe  o f  hab i ta ts  to  be  los t  o r  impacted .
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Page l0 -8 ,  10 .3 .2 .1  ,  Aqua t i c  Wi ld l  j f e  Hab j ta t  and  Va lue  Dete rmina t ion-The 
MRP make comment in regards to Trai l  and Bear Creeks. I f  the Trai l

Creek  por t ion  o f  Co-op 's  opera t ion  is  to  be  inc ludedo the  en t i re
MRP must  be appropr iate ly  modi f ied.  Impacts to Trai l  Creek by Cg:op
have been severe. '  They must  be appropr iate ly  d iscussed in the MRP.

Tab le  l0 -2
The appl icant  indicates that  numerous species have been observed on
the  p ib jec t  a rea .  Th is  i s  perp lex ing  because to  the  D iv is ion 's
knowiedge,  no  qua l i f ied  w i la t i te  b jo iog is t  o r  o ther  person has  surveyed
Co-op's-project  area.  Taxonomic work would require a permit  f rom the
Div is ion  and no  such permi t  has  been issued.

Page  10-31  to  10-35 ,10 .5 ,  M i t iga t ion  and  Management  P lans-The 
project  has iesul ted in loss of  near ly  lO acres of  cr i t ica l

valuba deer winter  range.  The MRP has not  suggested any mi t igat ion
for  such.  The app l ican t  i s  expec ted  to  mi t iga te  fo r  these losses .
The access road (o ld road) is  in  area where revegetat ion could be
consi  dered.


